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“JONATHAN" IS UNDERWAY! Official “ground breaking ceremoties for

a research and industrial area in the newly
announced Junathan Development were held yesterday. Senatir Henry
M.cnght lett, Chaska Mayor Frank Hensel and Mrs, Henry- T: (Grace)
, McKnight are pictured putting their “féet together”. Observing; proceEdmgs
from a more modern eartli moving facility are Steve Krog'mess, executive:
viee pres;dent of Jonathah,. Ben' Cifiningham; chief architect and ‘mew
town” plagmier,. Julius. Smlt«h, Cha@ka. dty: attomey, Clyde: ‘.Byberg :project|
qootdm ,. Donald ‘Hexser, Dreject s

Ric’ nswer .. . .

There- were many questions .asked at Tuesday meorning “press
preview” of Jonathan — a ‘“‘riew-, to’wn'” plan amounced by Henry T.
McEnight who seems intent on deéveloping what his self-admired
explorer Jonathan Carver is credited: with finding,

Thie tirst question which has- beémcirculating -for years “what do

) they want with- all’ that . land” qmy seems - evident,
7 However, the “million: dollar” giiestion' (the idea today'is to think
Big* and the $64: question is a thing the past) is “why fhiia area?”
T find the- answer: olie ‘has. to bagk a couple of years since
Iate in 1985 McRuight and backers [ the Rlchmbmi Virginia. firm

' gia, was pla.ced 1 chiarge of the prbject
what he saw is {o put.things mildly since Cunningham. left-the Virginia
firm and is now preliminary planmér and chief archxteef for the entire
project on a consultant basis. .

About thirteen months ago, in June, 1966, it was a.greeﬂ that the
Carver County site had all the requirements necessary for a “new
€ity” — good land location, land use ‘pétential, realistic pricing, financ-
ing and “solvable” ipal-pelitical probl

A big factor was “annexations” tliat put-all the land'in. one munici~

) pality — offering municipal sewer and’ water service. Thus; ope sees
g}l‘xa.tkChaska. had to offer a.mi why Jonathan wul be in the City of
aska.

There. undoubetedbly will:-be more  questions but. there is no question
that “foresight” has prompted some of the developments tha.t have
been prompting questions.
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IFirst Phase Of Plans -
\Made Public Tuesday
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Self-Contained Community Eyes
Ultimate Population Of 50,000

Whispers and rumors of past mon-
ths sounded loud and clear Tuesday
morning when a bold plan for a “new
town” development in the City of
Chaska was announced by Henry T.
McKnight, real estate financier, and
president of the newly formed Jona-
than Development Corporation.
Chaskaly “well guarded secret” be-,
came the lead story in Twin City
newspapers, on television screens and
over radio as “news” of Jonathan —
a self-contained development with its
own industrial, commercial, service
and recreational facilities was an-
nounced at a special press party at
Carver's Green — McKnight’s town-
house project at Hazeltine.

An ultimate population of 50,000
in single-family homes, town houses
and apartments of various sizey are
planned for Jonathan — named after
English explorer Jonathan Carver,
ruch admired by McKnight.
Jonathan is-believed to be the larg-
est planned’ community development
in Minnesota real estate history. .
The complete “new town” is to be
constructed on a site which straddies.
state highway 41 south of state high-
way 5 - adjacent to Hazeltine Na-
tional Golf Course.

The property is all in the city
Yimits. of Chaska — and the develop-
Jment will be served by Chaska’s mu-
nicipal sewer and weater system.

Construction of the first phase of
he-development already approved by
'the Chiaska City Council and .Chaska
Planning Cormnrission, is now under-
way and will be a 150-acre center for
research and industry.

Focal point of the development will
be “Tiown Center”. It will be a “mega~
structure” or “non-building” housing
 shiops, restaurants, theaters, apariz
ments and transportation terminal.

il the residential arems — -called ““vil-
lages”.

Village One, a residential cofijiiun-
ity ‘désigned -to. accommedats: 7,000
people, is to be ‘started next. sprmg
with “village Two” to begin in 1977

In 20 years, five seperate vlllages
will have emerged to: form a-gem=

jections by McKnight.

The major feature of Jonathan is
to be the “megastructure” —- design—
ed by principal’ planner and chief
architect - Béhjamin Cunningham.

A veritable “city within a building®,
this structure will contain residences,
retail facilities, commercial-and in~
educational fa-
cilitis entertainment and recreation;
restaurants . ,hotel, transportation
terminals and parking.

Land planning for the developrent
is designed to preserve 20% of the
total area in greenspace and lakes —
several to be man-made.

Jonathan Develeprnent Corporatiomn,
of which KcKnight is president and
Stephen M. Krogness is managér, is
the owner and developer. Project co-
orinator is Clyde N# Ruberg. Directors
include J. ¥, Deckenbach, Wheelock-
Whitney and Theodore Gray of Min~
neapolis, and Lewis Krohn of Werth~
eim and Company, New York.

Parver Connty Fair

Rifging “the-TPown Center will be’

plete new town — -according to pro- .
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